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SUBJECT: MBFR: EC CONSULTATIONS 

REF: (A) PARIS 10662; (B) USNATO 5480 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: INITIATIVE FOR MOST RECENT EC-NINE 
DISCUSSION OF MBFR SEEMS TO HAVE COME FROM GERMANS 
AND ITALIANS, WHO SEE THIS AS WAY TO ENGAGE FRENCH 
IN DISCUSSION OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EUROPEAN 
SECURITY ISSUES AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE REVIEWED RECENT EC DISCUSSION OF MBFR AT LUXEM- 
BOURG WITH MISTRAL (QUAI OFFICE OF PACTS AND DISARMAMENT) 
OCTOBER 6 AND WITH DUFOURCQ (QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
WESTERN EUROPE) OCTOBER 8. WE HAVE ALSO DISCUSSED THE 
SUBJECT WITH SEVERAL OF OUR COLLEAGUES IN LOCAL EMBASSIES 
OF EC MEMBERS. ALL OF OUR SOURCES AGREE THAT THE LUXEM- 
BOURG MEETING WAS LARGELY THE RESULT OF GERMAN INTEREST 
IN PURSUING DISCUSSION OF MBFR WITHIN EC-NINE FRAMEWORK. 
OUR SOURCES IDENTIFY AT LEAST TWO GERMAN PURPOSES IN THIS 
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THE GERMANS IN ENGAGING FRANCE IN THE DISCUSSION OF 
EUROPEAN SECURITY ISSUES WHENEVER AND WHEREVER POSSIBLE 
IN THE HOPE THAT THE FRENCH CAN BE WRAPPED MORE CLOSELY 
INTO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS OF THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF 
EUROPEAN SECURITY. OUR SOURCES SUGGEST THAT ITALY AND 
SOME OTHERS SHARE THIS GERMAN PERCEPTION THAT OVERALL 
EUROPEAN SECURITY COULD BE BUTTRESSED BY GREATER OPPOR 
TUNITIES FOR EC-NINE DISCUSSION OF SECURITY SUBJECTS - 
SUCH AS MBFR - INVOLVING FRENCH PARTICIPATION. SECOND, 
OUR SOURCES (ESPECIALLY AT THE QUAI) BELIEVE THAT THE 
FRG IS MOVING TOWARD A MORE SKEPTICAL VIEW OF THE LIKELY 
IMPACT OF MBFR ON EUROPEAN SECURITY IN GENERAL, AND PAR- 
TICULARLY ON THE ABILITY OF THE EUROPEANS TO ORGANIZE 
THEIR OWN DEFENSES IN THE FUTURE, PREOCCUPATIONS THAT 
COULD BE LEGITIMATE SUBJECTS (IN EUROPEAN EYES) FOR 
EXAMINATION AMONG THE NINE. OUR QUAI SOURCES CLAIM THAT 
THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GERMANS ON MBFR SUGGEST THAT 
THE ORIGINAL GERMAN ENTHUSIASM FOR MBFR HAS WANED CON- 
SIDERABLY. 

3. BOTH MISTRAL AND DUFOURCQ CONFIRMED THAT INITIATIVE 
FOR THIS MOST RECENT EC DISCUSSION OF MBFR DID NOT COME 
FROM FRENCH SIDE. IN PARTICULAR, MISTRAL FELT THAT 
FRENCH PRESENTATION AT APRIL DUBLIN EC MEETING (REF A) 

LAID OUT COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF FRENCH THINKING ON 
MBFR. IN MISTRAL'S OPINION, EC-EIGHT SHOULD BE PERFECTLY 
AWARE OF THIS FRENCH POLICY AND GOF FEELS NO COMPULSION 
TO CONSTANTLY REPEAT ITS VIEWS ON MBFR WITHIN THE EC-NINE 
FRAMEWORK. HOWEVER, IF OTHER EC PARTNERS WISH TO DISCUSS 
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POSSIBLEIMPACT OF MBFR ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE, FRENCH 
ARE PREPARED TO JOIN DISCUSSION. 

4. DUFOURCQ, WHO ATTENDED LUXEMBOURG MEETINGS, TOLD US 
THAT EC-NINE DISCUSSION OF MBFR CAME TO ABRUPT HALT WHEN 
DUTCH PROTESTED THAT EC-NINE WAS NOT APPROPRIATE FORUM 
FOR DETAILED DISCUSSION OF MBFR. 

5. COMMENT: JUDGED FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF OUR CON- 
TACTS IN PARIS, FRENCH ARE NOT ACTIVELY SEEKING TO USE 
EC-NINE FORUM TO TORPEDO MBFR. INITIATIVE FOR EC-NINE 
DISCUSSIONS OF MBFR SEEMS TO COME FROM A NUMBER OF OTHER 
EC CAPITALS. NEVERTHELESS, FRENCH ARE QUITE PREPARED TO 
REPEAT THEIR RESERVATIONS CONCERNING MBFR WHENEVER ASKED 
TO DO SO. OUR CONTACTS IN SEVERAL EC-NINE EMBASSIES IN 
PARIS ARE PERSUADED THAT RISKS THAT THIS PROCESS MAY 

POSE TO ACTUAL MBFR NEGOTIATIONS ARE SLIGHT AND ARE MORE 
THAN OFFSET BY HOPED FOR EVOLUTION BY FRANCE TOWARD 
CLOSER ENGAGEMENT - VIA EC-NINE AND ELSEWHERE - IN 
SUBSTANTIVE CONSIDERATION OF THE FUTURE INTERACTION 
BETWEEN ISSUES OF EUROPEAN SECURITY AND THE GOAL OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE. CONSEQUENTLY, LONG TERM PRES- 
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SURES MAY CONTINUE IN BONN, ROME AND ELSEWHERE TO KEEP 
SECURITY DIALOGUE GOING WITH FRENCH IN EC CONTEXT. 
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